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Who  you 
gonna  call? 
Late  Night 
Reference! 

By  Sariah  Armstrong 


Ah.  end  of  semester.  Hard  to  believe 
it's  almost  here.  With  warmer  weather 
approaching,  we're  reminded  of  sum- 
mer and  ...  exams  on  the  horizon!  The 
work  will  be  piling  up  soon.  There  will 
be  countless  tests  to  study  for,  projects 
and  papers  that  need  research  and  cited 
sources,  leading  to  many  late  nights. 
What's  an  overwhelmed  student  to  do 
when  the  library's  closed? 

Thank  goodness  for  Late  Night  Refer- 
ence! After  the  reference  desk  is  v  acant 
and  the  library  is  closed  for  the  night, 
students  will  still  be  able  to  get  reference 
help  online  May  1-8. 

This  is  the  week  before  finals,  when 
students  will  need  the  help  most. 

Librarians  will  be  available  online 
after  normal  hours  to  help  students  with 
projects,  research,  and  general  library 
questions. 

"Last  semester  we  noticed  that  stu- 
dents didn't  want  to  leave  the  library. 
They  were  stressed  out,  and  there  was 
nobody  around  to  help  them,"  says  Sher- 
ry Bossov,  one  of  the  reference  librar- 
ians at  FSC.  "While  we  couldn't  keep 
the  library  open  any  later,  the  librarians 
could  still  help  them  out  from  home." 

Continued  on  Page  2 


Poster  by  Shawna  Roberts 
Graphic-design  students  create  the  posters  and  other  promotional  materials  used  for  the  annual  "Visions"  showcase  at  FSC. 

Creative  by  design 


By  Mike  Prescott 

Cowboy  boots,  a  marriage  proposal, 
live  music,  ice  cream  and  a  prostitute  have 
played  memorable  roles  in  "Visions"  open- 
ing nights  over  the  years.  Clearly,  there  is 
an  element  of  surprise  and  excitement  to 
the  event. 

"I  look  forward  to  the  electricity  in  the 
air  when  you  walk  into  Weston  Auditorium, 
where  all  the  communications  students, 


faculty,  and  alumni  are  gathered,"  said 
Helen  Obermeyer-Simmons,  a  communi- 
cations-media professor  and  co-founder  of 
"Visions,"  the  annual  juried  exhibition  of 
student  work  from  her  department. 

On  April  23,  "Visions"  opens  for  its 
26th  year,  featuring  the  best  student  work 
in  design,  media,  photography,  and  film, 
selected  to  share  with  the  rest  of  the  college 
and  the  local  community. 

After  opening  night,  works  shown  in 


the  Hammond  Art  Gallery  will  remain  on 
view  through  the  end  of  June,  giving  many 
members  of  the  local  community  a  chance 
to  come  in  and  see  what  their  college 
neighbors  have  done. 

"The  purpose  of  the  exhibit  is  to  build 
self-esteem  in  our  students  about  their  cre- 
ative work  and  to  share  the  successes  of  our 
students  with  other  students,  parents,  alum- 
ni, prospective  students  and  the  college 
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Diversity  on  parade 


Staff  photo  by  Charles  Sternajmolo 
Sharvari  Siddula  wears  her  traditional  dress  as  she  proudly  displays  the  flag  of  India 
during  the  International  Parade  of  Flags,  earlier  this  month  at  FSC. 


By  Charles  Sternaimolo 

Despite  the  bare  trees,  empty  gardens, 
and  those  last  stubborn  piles  of  dirty  snow 
that  just  never  seem  to  melt,  the  early 
spring  dreariness  was  broken  -  if  only  for  a 
few  moments  -  by  a  parade  of  colorful  flags 
and  a  diverse  crowd  of  students  who  wound 
their  way  through  the  quad  and  into  Ham- 
mond's Main  Lounge  on  April  1  to  kick  off 
International  Month  at  FSC. 

The  International  Parade  of  Fags,  which 
was  organized  by  the  Office  of  Interna- 
tional Education,  gave  FSC  students  an 
opportunity  to  show  pride  for  their  coun- 
tries of  origin.  After  the  procession  through 
campus,  the  participating  students  were 
welcomed  to  the  Hammond  Lounge  by 
Dr.  Clare  O'Brien,  director  of  interna- 
tional education  and  organizer  of  the  event. 
O'Brien  thanked  volunteers  and  organizers 
and  then  turned  the  microphone  over  to 
President  Robert  Antonucci,  who  reminded 
the  crowd  that  FSC  is  "a  college  which 
celebrates  diversity." 

After  the  formalities,  several  of  the 
International  students  posed  for  pictures 
while  proudly  holding  flags  from  their 
home  countries.  Wearing  a  beautiful  light- 


" I  bring  pride  to 

myself  by  wearing 

this  dress  and  carrying 

this  Indian  flag. ''' 


Sharvari  Siddula 


orange  dress  with  intricate  designs  of  gold 
was  Sharvari  Siddula,  who  held  the  nation- 
al flag  of  India  as  she  posed  for  pictures 
taken  by  spectators  and  journalists.  After 
many  compliments  on  her  attire  she  told 
the  crowd  that  her  traditional  dress  is  called 
a  Chudheir  (pronounced  "Chu-de-dahr"). 
"I  bring  pride  to  myself  by  wearing  this 
dress  and  carrying  this  Indian  flag,"  Sid- 
dula said. 

Siddula  wasn't  the  only  student  showing 
her  pride  for  India.  Shantham  Raj  Gopi 
and  Kiran  came  to  the  United  States  togeth- 
er from  their  hometown  in  India,  named 
Hyderabad.  Gopi  and  Kiran  both  came 
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Students  share  Visions'  of  creativity 
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community,"  said  Obermeyer-Simmons. 
The  exhibit  has  become  the  highlight  of 
the  year  for  many  communications-media 
students  and  faculty,  who  see  the  show 
as  a  form  of  validation  of  their  hard  work 
from  the  previous  year. 

"An  exhibition  is  the  evidence  that's 
used  to  judge  or  evaluate  the  strength  of  a 
program,  and  it  is  physical,  tangible  evi- 
dence of  how  students  have  grown  every 
year,"  said  Communications  Media  Pro- 
fessor Jon  Krasner. 

"In  the  eight  years  I've  been  a  faculty 
member  in  the  communications-media 
department,  I  have  seen  the  quality  of  stu- 
dent work  become  more  and  more  sophis- 
ticated," Krasner  said. 

But,  he  adds,  the  sophistication  does  not 
come  at  the  expense  of  personality  and 
creativity. 

"The  latest  and  greatest  in  technology 
doesn't  create  a  strong  program,"  Krasner 
said.  Instead,  he  credits  it  to  "the  motiva- 
tion and  positive  energy  among  students, 
and  the  ability  to  think  critically  and  ana- 
lyze design  trends." 

In  addition  to  their  submissions,  stu- 
dents are  also  heavily  involved  in  many 
other  aspects  of  the  show. 

"Since  the  show  was  founded,  students 
in  graphic-design  classes  have  always 
designed  promotional  materials  for  the 
event,"  said  Obermeyer-Simmons. 

These  materials  have  historically  includ- 
ed posters,  postcards,  buttons,  shirts,  pro- 
grams, banners,  and  even  full-sized  hand- 


POSTER  BY  SHAWNA  ROBERTS 

Graphic-design  students  create  the  posters  and  other  promotional  materials  used  for 
the  annual  "Visions"  showcase  at  FSC. 


painted  billboards.  Students  also  assist  in 
preparation  work  for  the  show,  from  art 
framing  to  gallery  set-up,  all  of  which  cul- 


minates with  opening  night. 

"I  look  forward  to  viewing  the  work  all 
together,"  Obermeyer-Simmons  said.   "I 


"In  the  eight  years  I've 

been  a  faculty  member 

..I  have  seen  the  quality 

of  student  work  become 

more  and  more 

sophisticated. " 

-  Jon  Krasner 


love  the  excitement  of  a  student  sharing 
their  piece  with  their  parents  or  friends." 

And,  she  added,  "I  enjoy  seeing  the  stu- 
dents dressed  up  for  the  event." 

Though  many  students  still  await  the 
show  with  anticipation,  some  faculty  mem- 
bers have  found  it  more  challenging  to  get 
students  aware  of  the  importance  of  the 
exhibition,  given  their  increasingly  busy 
extracurricular  lives. 

"In  the  last  couple  of  years,  there's  been 
a  sense  of  apathy,  but  I  don't  think  it's  the 
students'  fault,"  Krasner  said.  "It  comes 
at  a  time  of  year  when  there's  a  lot  on 
people's  minds,  from  advising  to  internship 
interviews." 

But  the  exhibition  always  comes  together 
in  the  end,  and  blossoms  into  a  spectacular 
showing  of  student  work,"  Krasner  said. 

"There  hasn't  been  a  year  that  I've  been 
here  that  I've  been  disappointed,  that  I've 
ever  felt  the  quality  of  work  has  regressed," 
he  said.  "This  year  I  feel  the  work  is  better 
than  last  year,  and  the  year  before  that." 


Diversity 
on  parade 
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here  to  study  computer  science, 
which,  they  say,  "is  a  booming  field  in 
our  native  country." 

Carrying  the  flag  of  Ghana  was 
Michael  Sasu,  who  came  to  FSC  to 
major  in  both  political  science  and  inter- 
national studies.  Sasu  said  he  had 
learned  to  speak  English  in  elementary 
school  in  Ghana.  He  plans  to  receive  his 
MBA  later  this  year. 

Standing  next  to  Sasu  was  his  friend 
Davies  Gifau,  from  Kenya,  who  said  it 
was  amazing  to  him  that  so  many  cul- 
tures are  represented  on  campus.  Also 
from  Kenya  was  Paul  Kilungu,  an  FSC 
senior  who  said  it  made  him  happy  to 
see  so  many  people  walking  together 
displaying  the  colors  from  their  coun- 
tries of  origin. 

There  were  also  students  representing 
China,  Poland,  Argentina,  and  Uraguay. 

After  the  event,  representatives  from 
the  Quebec  Exchange  Study  Abroad  Fair 
made  themselves  available  to  answer 
questions  regarding  their  program. 

International  Month  will  include  fes- 
tivities on  campus  throughout  the  rest 
of  April. 

O'Brien  can  be  reached  at 
978-665-3089 


Staff  photo  by  Shayne  Toscano 
Even  after  she  leaves  her  desk,  librarian  Sherry  Bossov  will  be  able  to  help  students  with  Late  Night  Reference. 

Librarians  stay  up  late  to  help  with  finals 
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Last  semester  was  the  first  time  the 
library  offered  such  a  service.  "Last  year 
was  a  success,"  says  Bossov.  FSC  librar- 
ians were  typically  online  until  midnight, 
answering  e-mails  and  responding  to  peo- 
ple on  Meebo,  a  service  similar  to  Instant 
Messenger.  "We  were  actually  in  our  pjs," 
Bossov  says,  adding  some  humor  to  this 
oftentimes  stressful  situation. 


Getting  help  couldn't  be  easier.  "Meebo 
is  very  easy  to  get  onto!"  says  Bossov. 
There  is  a  chat  box  located  on  the  library's 
site  on  the  "Ask  a  Librarian"  page,  located 
under  Research  Help.  "As  soon  as  you 
come  to  this  page  you  are  connected  to 
a  librarian,"  says  Bossov.  "Just  type  and 
Meebo  is  available  all  the  time,"  she  adds. 
During  library  hours,  there  is  usually  a 
reference  librarian  logged  in  to  take  your 
questions.  "It's  just  more  valuable  during 


the  late-night  hours  if  you  don't  have  any- 
thing else." 

With  last  semester's  success  and  a  simi- 
lar structure  this  time,  Late  Night  Reference 
is  looking  good  for  its  second  run.  "We  had 
quite  a  few  questions  last  semester,  but 
we'd  like  to  see  more,"  Bossov  tells  us. 

FSC's  librarians  can  be  reached  through 
the  library's  e-mail  address:  fsclibrary@ 
fsc.edu  or  through  Meebo. 


THE  POINT 


April  18,  2008  ~  3 


Students  say  they  can't  wait  to  eat 


By  Jules  Miller 
vm)  Brian  Way 

Have  you  ever  headed  to  the  dining  hall 
and  realized  that  you  are  too  late?  The 
doors  are  locked,  your  stomach  growls 
and  you  are  stuck  eating  instant  lunch 
noodles  or  shelling  out  money  for  dinner, 
even  though  you've  already  paid  for  your 
meal  plan. 

The  students  at  Fitchburg  State  College 
have  started  to  voice  their  complaints  about 
the  dinning  hall  hours  in  comparison  to  the 
price  they  are  paying  for  meal  plans. 

The  University  of  Massachusetts  at 
Amherst  is  one  example  of  a  college  that 
has  a  24-hour  food  court  available  to  their 
students.  The  students  there  have  dining 
points,  much  like  Fitchburg  State  College's 
Falcon  Dollars,  that  they  can  use  to  get  a 
late-night  snack  or  even  a  quick  meal  if 
they  missed  dinner.  Wouldn't  it  make  sense 
to  offer  a  place  where  students  can  get 
something  to  eat  even  in  the  middle  of  the 
night  and  not  have  to  pay  extra  for  it? 

FSC's  dining  hall,  run  by  food-service 
provider  Chartwells,  is  only  open  for  select 
hours  each  day.  Monday  through  Thursday, 
breakfast  runs  from  7:15  to  10  a.m.  Lunch 
is  served  from  11  a.m.  to  1:30  p.m..  at 
which  point  a  light  lunch  is  served  until 
dinner  starts  at  4  p.m.  Dinner  then  runs 
until  7  p.m. 

While  these  hours  may  seem  reasonable 
and  many  students  find  them  accommo- 
dating, students  involved  in  sports,  night 
classes  or  club  activities  find  the  dinner 
hours  fall  short. 

"Some  students  just  can't  fit  these  hours 
into  their  schedules,"  says  Anthony  Grass- 
ini,  a  junior  at  FSC.  "I  play  football,  and 
practice  almost  always  runs  late.  We're  lit- 
erally running  to  the  dining  hall,  hoping  to 
get  there  before  7,  and  when  we  do  all  the 
good  stuff's  gone  and  they're  already  start- 


Staff  photo  by  Shayne  Toscano 
Between  meals  and  late  at  night,  Holmes  Dining  Commons  does  not  present  a  busy  or 
welcoming  facade. 


ing  to  take  food  into  the  back  sometimes." 
There  is  another  option  for  students 
when  hunger  calls  after  the  dining  hall 
closes  for  the  night.  The  Commuter  Cafe 
is  open  until  10  p.m.,  serving  sandwiches, 
Burger  King,  pizza  and  snack  foods.  Stu- 
dents are  given  Falcon  Dollars  to  be  spent 
at  the  Commuter  Cafe,  with  the  amount 
depending  on  the  meal  plan.  This  year,  the 
19-meal  plan  gave  students  $75  in  Falcon 
Dollars  and  allowed  students  to  use  their 
lunch  pass  at  the  Commuter  Cafe,  deduct- 
ing $3.50  from  their  plan.  So  why  are  stu- 
dents still  feeling  the  hunger  blues? 

"The  Commuter  Cafe  is  overpriced," 
says  FSC  sophomore  Nate  Vickstrom. 
"Even  with  the  $3.50  for  lunch  you  still 
roll  over  into  your  Falcon  Dollars.  I'm 
out  of  them  already  and  it's  mid-semester. 
Almost  everything  down  there   is  over 


$3.50;  you're  still  hungry  after  and  your 
card  is  denied  at  the  dining  hall  because 
you  used  your  lunch  in  commuter.  Overall, 
it'll  run  you  about  10  visits." 

The  2008  meal  plans  have  raised  the 
amount  of  Falcon  Dollars  students  receive, 
which  may  help  students  with  their  food- 
money  crisis.  The  new  Freedom  meal  plan, 
which  has  replaced  the  19-meal  plan,  gives 
students  $125;  the  15-meal  plan  includes 
$  1 00  and  the  1 0-meal  plan  has  been  raised 
to  $75. 

While  this  may  quiet  complaints  about 
prices,  students  also  find  fault  with  the 
Commuter  Cafe  hours.  The  average  student 
does  not  turn  in  at  10  p.m.,  and  many  are 
looking  for  a  midnight  snack  as  the  night 
progresses. 

"They  should  extend  [the  dining  hall's] 
hours  or  at  least  have  a  vending  machine 


that  works  off  our  meal  plans,"  says  FSC 
junior  Craig  Shannon.  The  residence  halls 
have  vending  machines  that  take  cash,  and 
some  that  take  Falcon  Gold  Dollars.  The 
Falcon  Gold  Dollars,  however,  have  to  be 
added  to  the  students'  One  Card  from  their 
own  pockets. 

FSC  junior  Amanda  Roy  suggests  that  if 
the  school  won't  extend  dining-hall  hours, 
they  should  "at  least  have  a  better  Commut- 
er Cafe  that's  open  later  and  on  weekends 
too.  All  my  friends  have  cool  little  coffe 
shops  and  stuff  [at  their  schools]." 

Weekend  hunger  woes  seem  to  be  the 
worst  issue  students  have  found  with  the 
dining-hall  hours.  Fitchburg  State  is  often 
considered  a  "suitcase  school,"  meaning 
most  of  its  students  go  home  on  the  week- 
ends, so  it  makes  sense  that  the  dining  hall 
would  be  open  for  fewer  hours  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday.  However,  for  the  students  who 
stay,  there  are  not  many  opportunities  to 
eat. 

On  Fridays  the  hours  remain  the  same 
until  dinner,  which  ends  at  6:30  p.m.  Week- 
end hours  offer  brunch  from  1 1  a.m.  to  1 
p.m.  and  dinner  from  4:30  to  6:30  p.m.  For 
students  who  have  jobs  on  the  weekends, 
brunch  is  often  not  an  option;  they  have 
to  spend  their  own  money  for  breakfast  at 
Dunkin  Donuts  or  fast-food  breakfast  res- 
taurants. Students  who  miss  brunch  have 
to  wait  until  4:30  p.m.  to  eat,  and  those  who 
work  later  hours  miss  out  on  dinner  alto- 
gether. If  students  are  paying  for  each  meal, 
they  say,  they  should  be  able  to  go  to  all  of 
them,  and  enjoy  a  well-balanced  diet. 

While  the  new  meal  plans  give  students 
more  Falcon  Dollars  to  spend,  the  operat- 
ing hours  for  the  dining  hall  and  Com- 
muter Cafe  are  still  up  for  debate.  FSC  and 
Chartwells  need  to  look  at  these  issues,  and 
consider  either  extending  the  hours  of  the 
dining  hall's  service,  or  offering  an  alterna- 
tive dining  place  that  is  open  late. 


Higher  driving  age?  Teens  roll  with  changes 


Sarah  Taylor 

Do  you  remember  how  old  you  were 
when  you  got  your  license?  Were  you 
excited  or  eager  to  achieve  that  new  sense 
of  freedom?  Fewer  teenagers  today  seem 
to  share  that  same  drive,  choosing  instead 
to  car  pool  or  be  toted  around  by  their 
parents. 

But  what  if  they  did  not  even  have  the 
choice?  What  if  they  had  to  wait  until  they 
were  18  to  legally  apply  for  a  driver's 
license? 

Some  say  this  won't  make  much  of  a 
difference,  but  others  believe  that  the  extra 
two  years  can  give  teens  an  edge  when 
it  comes  to  confidence  and  maturity.  So, 
should  the  age  limit  be  raised? 

Matthew  Keene,  a  student  at  Fitchburg 
State  College,  waited  until  he  was  17 
before  getting  his  license.  He  used  his 
new  privilege  to  "drive  to  school  and  to  the 
stores,  and  to  drive  around  with  friends. 
It  was  like  a  way  to  get  away  from  home 
life." 

He  never  regretted  waiting  that  extra 
year,  but  instead  said  that  he  got  it  "at  the 
right  time,  after  driving  school." 

He  believes  that  if  any  age  limits  are  to 
be  set  for  drivers,  they  should  be  for  people 
ages  70  and  up  rather  than  for  teenagers. 
However,  he  does  admit  that  15  is  too 
young,  and  that  teens  this  age  are  not  yet 
ready  to  be  out  on  the  road.  "It  takes  con- 


Photo  illustration  by  SAFETEENDR1VER0NLINE.COM 
A  driver's  license  can  put  a  smile  on  a  teen's  face,  but  parents  of  teens  worry  about 
their  safety.  In  addition  to  talk  about  raising  the  driving  age,  there  are  teen-targeted 
programs  such  as  safeteendriveronline.com,  which  provides  stickers  encouraging 
people  to  email  parents  about  their  teens'  driving  habits. 


centration  and  getting  used  to,  and  at  15,  it 
just  isn't  there,"  he  said. 

Dr.  Margarite  Landry,  an  English  profes- 
sor at  FSC,  believes  the  driving  age  should 
be  bumped  up  to  18.  "When  I  got  my 
license  [at  age  16],  the  roads  were  pretty 
empty  and  slow,"  she  said.  "Nowadays,  the 


traffic  is  much  faster  and  more  dangerous." 
Though  she  is  by  no  means  unsympathetic 
to  a  teenager's  desire  for  freedom,  she  said, 
"There  are  too  many  horrible  accidents  due 
to  inexperienced  young  drivers  that  you 
hear  about  constantly." 

Will  Bystrov,  a  student  at  FSC,  said,  "I 


don't  think  it's  age  as  much  as  it  is  experi- 
ence that's  the  problem.  If  I  started  driving 
at  18,1  would  be  as  bad  of  a  driver  now  as 
I  was  two  years  before." 

A  senior  at  FSC,  Chris  Pietras,  said 
he  was  willing  to  compromise.  "I  think  it 
should  be  raised  to  1 7,  as  in  that  year  you 
will  gain  more  experience  and  maturity  to 
drive  alone." 

Clair  Degutis,  program  manager  of  the 
Center  of  Teaching  and  Learning  at  FSC, 
sees  the  situation  in  a  different  light. 

"I  don't  think  they  should  either  raise  or 
lower  the  age  of  driving,  but  I  do  believe  it 
should  be  mandatory  to  attend  driver's  edu- 
cation classes,"  she  said.  Even  though  she 
participated  in  driver's  education  courss  s, 
and  received  her  learner's  permit  at  age 
16,  her  parents  did  not  allow  her  to  drive 
until  she  was  1 7  -  half  a  year  after  she  had 
successfully  earned  her  license.  "The  idea 
of  having  a  driver's  license  was  in  a  sense 
a  rite  of  passage  that  represented  freedom 
to  expand  my  world.  In  retrospect,  it  also 
meant  responsibility  and  this  was  not  a  con- 
sideration for  me  at  the  age  of  1 6." 

On  Sept.  1 ,  2007,  Massachusetts  made  it 
mandatory  for  parents  of  children  trying  for 
their  licenses  to  attend  a  two-hour  driver's 
education  class  along  side  their  child  or 
children. 

As  of  now,  the  age  limit  has  not  been 
changed,  but  it  remains  on  the  table  for 
further  discussion. 
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SGA  goes  extra  mile,  and  more,  for  charity 

In  keeping  with  its  goal  of  giving  back     night  and  conclude  on  April  26  at  1 1  a.m.        a  maximum  of  nine  members,  raise  $450  in     and  The  Boys  and  Girls  Club, 
to  the  community,  the  Student  Government  order  to  participate.  Students,  faculty  and  staff,  family  an< 

Association  is  planning  to  kick  off  its  Unity  At  least  one  member  from  each  team  friends  are  encouraged  to  form  teams  an< 


to  the  community,  the  Student  Government 

Association  is  planning  to  kick  off  its  Unity  At  least  one  member  from  each  team 

in  the  Community  Relay  on  April  25  at  5  will  walk,  jog  or  otherwise  move  around 

p.m.  on  the  quad  at  FSC.  the  path  for  all  18  hours  of  the  relay. 


The  relay  will  continue  through  the 


Students,  faculty  and  staff,  family  and 
friends  are  encouraged  to  form  teams  and 
The  SGA  has  named  four  charities  to     join  in  the  effort, 
which  the  donations  from  Unity  in  the  For  more  information  or  to  get  involved, 

Community  will  be  dispersed:  Our  Father's      contact  Colleen  Rose  at  crose6@student. 
The  SGA  is  asking  that  each  team,  with      House,  The  Mustard  Seed,  Upward  Bound      fsc.edu. 
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THIS  SUMMER  AT  NORTHEASTERN 

Summer  Session  at  Northeastern  is  your  opportunity  to  get  ahead.  Whether 

you  want  to  transfer  credits  into  your  current  degree 
orogranr,  stock  Up  on  science  causes,  or  enroll 
in  a  master's  deqree  program,  we  have  over 
300  graduate  and  undergrade  courses 
to  fit  your  needs. 

•  8-  &  4-week  flexible  course  formats 

•  Courses  offered  in  Boston,  Burlington 
&  Online 
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For  more  information, 
ease  visit  www.spcs.tieu.edu/summersession  or  call  toll  free  877.6NU.SPCS. 
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In  concert,  members  of  the  band  Trebek  have  been  known  to  put  the  focus  on  fun. 


Trebek  gets  ready  to  rock  FSC 


By  Teale  Karow-Reynolds 

When  college  students  show  up  to  sup- 
port their  local  bands,  everybody  wins. 
The  bands  are  grateful  for  the  support,  and 
with  nearby  shows  and  affordable  cover 
charges,  it's  a  great  way  for  students  to 
spend  a  night  out. 

Sometimes,  the  band  makes  such  an 
impression  that  the  students  that  they 
become  fans,  going  back  to  watch  them 
perform  time  and  again. 

Fitchburg's  own  Trebek  is  one  such 
band,  having  picked  up  an  impressive  and 
loyal  fan  base  that  has  a  close  connection 
with  the  music  and  the  performances. 
With  upbeat,  fun  and  original  music  that 
is  easy  to  dance  to,  Trebek  has  the  talent 
to  stand  out  from  the  rest. 

"The  first  time  I  heard  them  play,  I 
totally  fell  in  love  with  their  music,"  said 
Noelle  Feehan,  a  student  at  Framingham 
State  College. 

"Whenever  I  hear  them  play,  all  I  want 
to  do  is  dance,  dance,  and  dance  some 
more.  I  love  this  band  so  much.  And  to  top 
it  off,  they  love  their  fans." 

They'll  be  bringing  their  music  to 
fans  at  Fitchburg  State  College  later  this 
month,  with  a  9  p.m.  show  on  April  30  in 
the  Underground  Pub. 

Guitarist  Isaac  Aldrich  says  the  band  is 
looking  forward  to  it.  "We  like  to  play  col- 


"  Whenever  I  hear  them 

play,  all  I  want  to  do 

is  dance,  dance,  and 

dance  some  more. 

I  love  this  band 

so  much. " 

-  Noelle  Feehan 


leges  because  they  have  a  built-in  crowd," 
Aldrich  said. 

"They  also  have  the  key  demographic 
of  people  that  we  are  looking  for  in  fans: 
young,  sexy,  fun  people  who  like  to  have  a 
good  time  and  listen  to  good  music.  Plus, 
college  girls  yell  louder  than  your  typical 
barfly  does." 

So  what  does  Trebek  sound  like?  As 
described  in  a  Pulse  Magazine  review, 
"Trebek  is  a  sweet,  smooth,  funky,  unfor- 
gettable rock/dub  band  ...  whose  sound 
is  so  fresh  that  we  might  just  have  to  slap 
it!" 

In  addition  to  Aldrich,  the  band  fea- 
tures Matt  Dionne  on  vocals,  Mike  Kelly 
on  bass,  Jeff  Brunelle  on  keyboard,  and 


Jeff  Pitts  on  drums. 

With  shows  at  colleges,  clubs,  and  out- 
door events  all  over  New  England,  as  well 
as  TV  and  radio  performances,  Trebek  has 
a  very  busy  schedule.  But  band  members 
say  they're  never  so  busy  that  they  lose 
sight  of  what  really  matters. 

"We  are  very  proud  of  the  many,  many 
benefit  shows  we  have  played  over  the 
years,"  says  Aldrich.  "We  continue  to 
donate  our  time  as  a  band  in  order  to  help 
out  good  causes." 

The  band  will  help  out  one  of  these 
good  causes,  Steve  Corwin's  clean-up  of 
the  Franklin  Park  Zoo,  for  Earth  Day  this 
year.  And  on  June  7,  they're  scheduled 
to  play  a  benefit  show  for  the  Blue  Star 
Mothers,  which  raises  money  for  service 
men  and  women  and  their  families  who 
are  dealing  with  post-traumatic  stress  dis- 
orders. 

Trebek's  hard  work  has  been  paying 
off,  with  the  band  winning  four  2007 
Worcester  Music  Awards  including  Best 
Live  Act;  this  year,  it  has  been  nominated 
for  Best  Pop  Act. 

With  music  on  iTunes,  a  CD  out  and 
many  upcoming  shows  and  appearances, 
Trebek  is  on  the  go  and  having  fun. 

For  other  shows  and  appearances,  check 
out  Trebek  on  MySpace  or  at  trebekband. 
com. 


Campus  improvements  go  below  surface 


Construction  and  improvements  are 
continuing  at  Fitchburg  State  College, 
with  projects  encompassing  landscape, 
interior  design,  classrooms,  and  FSC- 
owned  housing.  Jay  Bry,  the  assistant  vice 
president  of  administration  services,  says 
the  following  are  in  the  works: 

-  Two  new  Mara  Village  buildings, 
with  a  walkway  that  will  tie  the  structures 
into  the  existing  complex. 

-  New  Campus  Police  and  Security 


office,  near  the  Recreation  Center 

-  Houses,  apartment  buildings  and 
vacant  properties  purchased  in  the  imme- 
diate campus  area,  to  create  a  cleaner  and 
safer  area  for  students. 

-  Center  for  Professional  Studies,  in 
the  MART  Garage  on  Main  Street  to  help 
with  downtown  redevelopment 

-  New  landscaping,  to  create  a  uni- 
form look  throughout  the  campus-ownded 
properties 


-  Science  Building,  renovated  and 
extended  near  the  Parkinson's  Gym  area. 

These  improvements  are  implemented 
in  phases.  Phase  l  was  the  creation  of  the 
Recreation  Center  on  North  Street. 

Phase  2  will  address  the  strip  along 
North  Steet,  which  has  been  delayed  due 
to  water  and  sewer  work. 

This  summer,  Pearl  Street  will  be 
repaved  along  with  improvements  to  the 
road  island  at  North  and  Pearl  streets. 


Backstage 
drama  can't 
stop  show 

By  Carrolee  Moore 


Even  fire  trucks,  sirens,  and 
impromptu  performances  couldn't  stop 
the  Black  Student  Union  and  the  Latin 
American  Student  Organization  from 
making  a  success  of  "Stomp  the  Stage 
with  the  Latest  Fashion." 

The  event,  held  on  March  29,  was 
action-packed.  Last-minute  cancel- 
lations by  some  performers  led  to  a 
reorganization  of  the  show,  which  was 
opened  up  to  add  impromtu  perfor- 
mances of  African  dancing  and  even 
audience  dance  battles. 

That  was  not  the  end  of  the  back- 
stage drama,  however. 

Immediately  after  their  performanc- 
es, five  members  of  the  Mattahunt  Step 
Squad  complained  of  feeling  sick  with 
nausea  and  dizziness. 

The  Fitchburg  Fire  Department  was 
called,  and  everyone  was  evacuated. 
People  were  lined  up  on  the  sidewalk, 
patiently  waiting  to  be  let  back  inside 
to  enjoy  the  rest  of  the  show.  Minutes 
later,  everyone  was  back  inside  and  the 
show  was  on. 

The  fashion  show  featured  six  differ- 
ent segments  of  colorful  fashions  pro- 
vided by  local  clothing  stores  including 
Old  Navy  and  Dots.  The  show  started 
with  the  segment  titled  "City,"  which 
was  filled  with  outlandish  dresses,  fash- 
ionable jeans,  and  outfits  from  the  hit 
TV  show  "Sex  in  the  City." 

Mattahunt  Elementary  School  Step 
Squad  of  Boston  enthusiastically  per- 
formed a  step  routine  (think  tapping 
without  tap  shoes). 

8  Count,  a  dance  group  also  from 
Boston,  performed  a  full-energy,  stunt- 
action  dance  routine,  capturing  the 
attention  of  the  audience. 

Other  fashion  segments  such  as 
"Urban  Punk"  and  "Multicultural"  were 
full  of  excitement.  "Urban  Punk"  used 
clothing  edgy  in  appearance,  with  shiny, 
loud  colors  that  lit  up  the  stage.  "Multi- 
cultural" was  a  showcase  of  traditional 
wear  from  different  countries  from  all 
over  the  world. 

The  third  performance  of  the  night 
was  an  exciting  breakdancing  duo  that 
was  a  last-minute  addition  to  the  pro- 
gram. There  were  creative  costumes 
and  precise  movements  that  seemed 
effortless. 

"The  dancers  performed  their  hearts 
out,"  said  Keon  Valcourt,  a  junior  at 
Fitchburg  State  College.  Creativity, 
complexity  and  overall  performance 
were  the  judging  criteria. 

At  the  end  of  the  show,  the  hard- 
stepping  little  girls  from  the  Mattahunt 
Elementary  School  came  away  with  the 
win. 

The  last  fashion  scene,  titled  "For- 
mal," was  romantically  set  with  beau- 
tiful dresses  and  tailored  suits.  This 
provided  a  calm  ending  to  a  tumultuous 
show. 

Members  were  excited,  and  although 
there  were  bumps  in  the  road  along  the 
way,  they  said  they  were  already  fired 
up  for  next  year's  show. 

"Despite  the  late  notices  of  cancella- 
tions from  step  crews  and  the  incident 
with  Mattahunt  School,  we  had  to  adjust 
but  [we]  still  did  well,"  said  Valcourt. 
"We  can't  wait  'til  next  year!" 
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Cash  crunch? 
Work  it  out! 


By  Josh  Marshall 

We  all  know  that  college  is 
expensive.  First  there's  tuition  and 
fees,  costing  the  average  in-state 
commuter  student  $3,000;  then 
there's  room  and  board,  another 
$3,000  at  least;  and  finally  are 
the  textbooks  and  supplies,  which 
can  cost  anywhere  from  $300  to 
$700. 

Before  you  have  had  even  one 
day  of  classes,  you  have  already 
dug  deep  into  your  pockets  and 
emptied  your  wallet. 

But  with  your  wallet  empty, 
what  do  you  do  when  an  emer- 
gency comes  up?  What  if,  for 
example,  your  favorite  band  is 
coming  to  town  and  you  just  have 
to  go  to  the  concert? 

For  most  students,  the  answer 
is  to  get  a  job,  adding  to  an 
already-hectic  schedule. 

Chelsey  Kilgur,  21,  is  a  full- 
time  student  at  FSC  who  also 
works  nearly  40  hours  per  week  at 
Entertainment  Theatres  in  Leom- 


inster. 

Her  biggest  gripe  about  the 
situation  is  the  lack  of  free  time. 
"I'm  trying  to  have  some  kind  of 
social  life,"  she  said. 

She's  not  alone. 

According  to  a  2007  survey 
conducted  by  the  college,  43  per- 
cent of  all  incoming  freshmen 
and  transfer  students  said  they 
planned  to  work  at  least  11  to 
20  hours  each  week.  The  need  to 
work  was  also  cited  as  a  major 
cause  of  deficient  academic  per- 
formance. 

It  has  become  more  the  norm 
than  the  exception  for  students 
to  have  a  full  class  schedule  and 
also  work  part-time  during  the 
weekends. 

When  Kilgur  leaves  the  com- 
paratively relaxed  academic  envi- 
ronment of  college,  she  enters  the 
hectic  working  world  at  Enter- 
tainment Theatres.  She  does  a  bit 
of  everything  there:  selling  tick- 
ets, working  the  concession  stand, 
checking  ticket  stubs. 
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Working  at  restaurants  like  the  Texas  Road  ho  use  is  a  popular  way  for  college  students  to  earn  much- 
needed  cash. 


The  best  part,  though,  are  the 
hidden  bonuses  that  come  with 
working  in  a  theater. 

Kilgur  and  her  co-workers  get 
to  see  the  most  highly  anticipated 
movies  before  their  customers  do, 
at  midnight  showings  generally 
held  the  Wednesday  before  the 
film's  release. 


In  addition,  employees  also  get 
to  take  home  movie  posters  or 
cardboard  cut-outs  that  they  call 
"standees." 

What  they  generally  don't  take 
home  is  a  large  paycheck;  the  typ- 
ical starting  pay  at  most  cinemas 
is  around  $8.25  per  hour. 

While  working  at  Entertain- 


ment Theatres  can  be  fun  at  times, 
Kilgur  said,  it  is  still  work  none- 
theless. 

"It's  hard  work  to  have  class 
all  week  and  still  work  nearly  40 
hours,"  she  said. 

For  many  college  students, 
though,  it's  no  longer  a  temporary 
balancing  act  -  it's  a  way  of  life. 


Singer-songwriter  Sony  a  Kitchell  is  set  to  perform  on  April  26  at  8  p.m.  in  Weston  Auditorium. 

Events:  Places  to  go,  things  to  do 


Compiled  by  Julie  Miller 

Friday  4/18:  International 
Movie  Month:  "Om  Shanti  Om"; 
7:30-9  p.m.  in  Hammond  Build- 
ing, Ellis  White  Lecture  Hall; 
sponsored  by  the  International 
Education  Office 

Tuesday  4/22:  International 
Month:  Earth  Day  Panel  Discus- 
sion; 3:30-5  p.m.  in  Conlon  Build- 
ing, Kent  Recital  Hall;  focusing 
on  population  growth  and  topics 
related  to  the  environment.;  spon- 
sored by  the  International  Educa- 
tion Office 

Wednesday  4/23:  Internation- 
al Month:  Vietnamese  Food  and 
Round  Table  Discussion;  11:30 
a.m.-l:30  p.m.  in  Holmes  Din- 
ing Commons;  sponsored  by  the 


International  Education  Office 

Wednesday  4/23:  Visions 
'08:  Opening  Reception; 
5:30-9  p.m.  in  Hammond 
Building,  Art  Gallery  -  Free 
April  23  through  June  29 
5:30  p.m.  Gallery  Opening,  Ham- 
mond Gallery;  7:30  p.m.  Film  and 
Video  Screening,  Weston  Audi- 
torium 

Thursday  4/24:  Key- 
note address  by  Dr.  Alan  Stol- 
berg,  U.S.  Army  War  College; 
7-9  p.m.  in  Conlon  Build- 
ing, Kent  Recital  Hall  -  Free 
Topic:  "American  National  Secu- 
rity and  the  Transnational  Threats 
of  the  21st  Century";  presented  by 
the  International  Studies  Minor 
Program 

Friday  4/25:  Global  Dinner;  5- 


7  p.m.  in  Hammond  Building,  The 
Underground;  sponsored  by  the 
International  Education  Office 

Saturday  4/26:  Sonya  Kitch- 
ell; 8-10  p.m.  in  Weston  Audito- 
rium 

The  singer-songwriter,  a  Mas- 
sachusetts native,  will  perform 
jazz-inspired  folk-pop  music. 

Tickets  cost  $22  for  public; 
$20  for  faculty,  staff  and  senior 
citizens;  $7  for  FSC  students. 
Call  the  Weston  Box  Office  at 
978-665-3347. 

Monday  4/28:  International 
Month  Movie:  "Balzac  and  the 
Little  Chinese  Seamstress";  7:30-9 
p.m.  in  Hammond  Building,  Ellis 
White  Lecture  Hall;  sponsored 
by  the  International  Education 
Office 


Fund-raisers  can 
be  such  a  drag 


By  Greg  Gingold 

More  than  $1,500  Was 
raised  for  the  AIDS  Project  of 
Worcester  when  the  third  annual 
"Queens  of  Hearts  Drag  Show" 
was  held  on  campus  last  month. 

The  show,  which  was  attend- 
ed by  about  375  people,  was 
presented  by  1  in  1 0  and  Friends, 
FSC's  campus  club  for  gay,  les- 
bian, bisexual  and  transgender 
students  and  their  friends. 

"First  and  foremost,  the  show 
is  a  benefit  for  a  very  worth- 
while organization,"  said  Shane 
Franzen,  associate  director  of 
student  development.  "It's  a 
really  great  way  for  the  students 
of  1  in  10  and  Friends  to  give 
back  to  the  community." 

1  in  10  and  Friends  had  to 
overcome  some  pretty  big  obsta- 
cles to  bring  the  show,  Franzen 
said;  there  was,  and  still  is, 
some  controversy  about  bring- 
ing this  type  of  show  to  campus. 
"Our  goal  was  to  have  the  show 
be  a  staple  for  the  campus  and 
club,"  Franzen  said.  "I  am  very 
confident  that  in  time,  the  con- 
troversy will  stop." 

All  ticket  sales  from  the 
show  were  donated  to  AIDS 
Project  of  Worcester,  Franzen 
said.  "The  club  spent  the  entire 
year  working  on  fund-raisers 
to  raise  the  amount  of  money 
needed  for  the  show,"  said  Fran- 
zen. 

Explaining  how  this  show 
had  first  come  about,  Fran- 
zen said,  "Three  years  ago  the 
concept  was  born.  The  stu- 
dents wanted  to  do  the  show, 


but  wanted  to  use  anyone  who 
wanted  to  participate. 

"As  adviser,  I  swayed  them 
to  go  with  a  professional  troupe 
of  performers.  The  girls  (which 
is  the  correct  terminology  when 
talking  about  the  performers) 
all  know  each  other  and  have 
won  many  awards  through  their 
careers.  They  have  been  with  us 
ever  since." 

Over  the  past  two  years, 
Franzen  said,  the  majority  of 
the  audience  seems  to  have  been 
made  up  of  members  of  the 
straight  community. 

That  is  not  to  say  that  the 
gay  community  doesn't  come 
out  for  the  show,  according  to 
Franzen. 

"We  love  our  drag  queens! 
As  stated  before,  our  goal  is  to 
have  a  show  that  the  college  and 
club  can  be  proud  of.  I  feel  we 
have  accomplished  that,"  said 
Franzen. 

"As  adviser,"  he  continued, 
"I  look  forward  to  this  event 
every  year.  It's  a  lot  of  work  for 
the  club,  but  it's  one  of  the  best 
shows  I  have  seen  on  a  college 
campus.  I  also  give  kudos  to 
the  club.  What  other  event  on 
campus  brings  in  [more  than] 
350  people  on  a  Thursday  night, 
with  no  alcohol?  It's  almost 
unheard  of. 

"The  students  of  the  club  real- 
ly need  to  get  a  pat  on  the  back. 
Almost  700  people  and  roughly 
$3,000  have  been  donated  from 
the  past  two  years,"  Franzen 
said. 
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Message  to  FSC  graduates:  Life  is  good 


Bert  Jacobs,  the  co-founder  and  "chief 
executive  optimist"  of  Life  is  good  Inc., 
a  $100  million  apparel  company,  will  be 
the  commencement  speaker  at  Fitchburg 
State  College's  graduation  ceremonies  on 
May  17.  He  will  also  be  presented  with  an 
honorary  degree. 

Jacobs  will  address  the  class  of  2008 
and  several  thousand  other  faculty,  family. 


friends,  and  dignitaries  at  10  a.m.  on  the 
Campus  Quadrangle. 

After  completing  his  undergraduate 
studies  at  Fitchburg  State  College  and  Vil- 
lanova  University,  where  he  graduated  in 
1987  with  a  degree  in  communications, 
Jacobs  launched  Life  is  good  with  his 
brother  John  in  1994.  The  company,  based 
in  Boston,  offers  a  colorful  collection  of 


apparel  and  accessories.  Its  products  are 
sold  in  nearly  5,000  retailers  nationwide 
and  in  29  countries,  and  in  2007  the  compa- 
ny was  named  one  of  50  outstanding  brands 
marketed  today  by  Advertising  Age  -  even 
though  the  company  spends  no  money  on 
advertising. 

"We  believe  in  our  team  and  our  mes- 
sage," Jacobs  said.   "For  us,   simplicity, 


humility,  and  a  sense  of  humor  are  the  keys 
to  continued  success." 

The  brothers  have  used  their  good  for- 
tune to  reach  out  to  those  in  need  through 
Life  is  good  festivals,  community  fund- 
raisers from  which  100  percent  of  funds  are 
donated  to  children's  charities. 

Bert  Jacobs  is  the  youngest  of  six  sib- 
lings from  Needham. 


Home  for  the  summer? 

Take  a  course. 

Enroll  in  a  summer  course  at  MWCC  and  transfer  it  back  to  your 
college  or  university  this  fall. 

MWCC  credits  transfer  to  most  colleges  across  the  country.  It's 
easily  done,  usually  through  your  college's  registrar's  office.  Check 
there  first  to  ensure  the  course  meets  their  requirements.  Once  you 
complete  your  MWCC  course,  request  a  transcript  from  the  MWCC 
Enrollment  Center  to  transfer  the  credit  to  your  home  institution. 


You  can  complete  a  course  in  five  to  ten  weeks! 

ENG101  English  Composition  I 
ENG102  English  Composition  II 
EC0101   Macroeconomics 
EC0102  Microeconomics 
PSY105  Introduction  to  Psychology 
SOC103  Introduction  to  Sociology 
BI0109    Biology  I 
CHE107  General  Chemistry  I 
HIS201    History  of  the  United  States 
HUM260  The  Art  of  Being  Human 
MAT130  College  Mathematics  I 
MAT131  College  Mathematics  II 
and  more! 


Check  out  MWCC  classes  this  summer! 

to  www.mwcc.6du,  click  on  "Class  Schedules 


» 


tore  information,  call  the  Enrollment  Center  (978)  630-9110; 

email  admissions@mwcc.mass.edu 
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Skateboarding  takes  a  dark  turn  in  "Paranoid  Park. " 


'Paranoid  Park'  worth  visiting 


By  Shayne  Toscano 

Life's  rough  on  young  Alex.  He's  facing 
girlfriend  troubles,  oppressive  parents,  and 
a  spot  of  guilt  he  can't  seem  to  wash  away. 
Director  Gus  Van  Sant,  who  also  directed 
seminal  films  such  as  "Good  Will  Hunt- 
ing" and  "Elephant,"  takes  us  into  the  dark 
world  of  a  troubled  teenage  skateboarder 
somehow  involved  in  a  grizzly  crime  we're 
left  second-guessing  the  nature  of. 

Alex,  the  protagonist  of  the  story,  has  a 
normal  life  dealing  with  girls,  parents,  and 
school,  but  he  finds  solace  in  skateboard- 
ing. Although  an  upstanding  young  citizen 
by  nature,  temptation  and  a  love  of  his 
sport  lure  him  to  the  titular  underground 
"Paranoid  Park." 

Why  the  ruckus  over  skating  there? 
Since  local  skateboarders  made  the  park 
illegally,  the  risks  for  boarding  there  are 
certainly  dire.  The  true  tragedy  for  Alex, 
however,  is  far  more  sinister.  When  Alex's 
will  snaps  and  he  seeks  out  the  park,  expo- 
sure to  a  horrific  event  will  confound  and 


To  enhance  realism 

throughout  the  film, 

clips  of  the  actors 

skateboarding  were  shot 

in  a  grainy,  low-quality 

camcorder  style. 


haunt  him  until  the  unexpected  end.  To  add 
to  the  audience's  own  confusion,  the  narra- 
tion of  events  is  out  of  order  due  to  Alex 
writing  them  down  in  a  stream-of-thought 
process. 

As  with  Gus  Van  Sant's  other  movies, 
the  film  moves  slowly  but  keeps  viewer's 
interest  going  through  the  aforementioned 
disordered  sequence  of  events  and  a  unique 
cast  of  actors.  Many  of  the  issues  confront- 
ed in  the  film,  such  as  coping  with  guilt  and 
coming  of  age,  were  lifelike  in  their  presen- 


tation and  morally  gray  resolution. 

The  overall  acting,  considering  that 
most  cast  members  were  under  the  age  of 
1 8,  proves  their  acting  chops  with  aplomb. 
Gabe  Nevins  gives  a  strong  performance  as 
Alex,  especially  since  "Paranoid  Park"  is 
his  first  movie. 

To  enhance  realism  throughout  the  film, 
clips  of  the  actors  skateboarding  were  shot 
in  a  grainy,  low-quality  camcorder  style. 
The  lighting  and  scenery  in  the  film  were 
both  very  appealing,  and  gave  the  film  a 
wonderful  artistic  touch  to  counteract  most 
of  the  harsh  realism.  Alex  crossing  green 
fields  of  grass,  a  dimly'  lit  death  scene,  and 
an  overexposed  scene  with  Alex  and  a  girl 
bike  riding  are  just  a  few  of  the  beautiful 
images. 

This  movie  brought  a  wide  variety  of 
emotions  to  the  audience.,  and  is  definitely 
worth  watching.  Since  this  film's  an  inde- 
pendent production,  it  suffers  from  a  lim- 
ited release,  but  came  to  theaters  in  Boston 
last  month. 


News  and  notes 


Comedian  to  perform 


Car  show  set 


Celebrate  spring 


Comedian  Zack  Galifianakis  will  be  The  Ford  V-8  Club's  38th  annual  Flea         "Art  in  Bloom,"  an  exhibit  of  floral  cre- 


spreading  his  gift  for  laughter  at  FSC  on 
May  1  at  8  p.m.  in  Weston  Auditorium. 
Tickets  cost  $15,  available  at  the  informa- 
tion desk. 


ACE  &  DUKE 


Market  and  Car  Show  will  be  held  April 
20  from  7  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  at  the  Fitchburg 
Municipal  Airport. 

All  car  enthusiasts  are  welcome. 


ations  by  florists,  nurseries,  garden  clubs 
and  inspired  individuals,  will  be  on  display 
April  25-27  in  the  galleries  of  the  Fitchburg 
Art  Museum  on  Merriam  Parkway. 


FSC  tends 
to  grow 
on  you 


By  Shanni  Laaksonen 

I've  been  thinking  lately  that  there 
is  a  lot  to  like  about  Fitchburg  State 
College. 

Perhaps  you  agree  with  me,  maybe 
you  don't.  Here's  the  deal. 

I  used  to  attend  FSC  back  in  the 
1990s,  and  it  was  a  very  different 
experience  then.  Maybe  it  was  my  age 
and  lack  of  life  experience,  but  I  really 
didn't  like  it  at  all. 

Now,  I  find  that  the  faces  and 
places  around  campus  have  changed 
for  the  better. 

As  I  look  at  the  faces  of  you  "young- 
er" students  today,  I  don't  see  the  prob- 
lems with  confidence  and  expertise 

that  I  had. 

7       7  Maybe 

Binge  thinking  you    are 

just  really 

good  at 
hiding  it.  But  the  students  I  have 
encountered  here  are  very  smart  and 
friendly.  And  you  seem  to  have  it 
together.  Way  to  go. 

Another  drastic  change  was  brought 
about  by  the  Recreation  Center.  It 
didn't  exist  back  then.  Instead,  we 
had  a  few  apartment  buildings  where 
students  would  party.  Gunshots  were 
regularly  heard.  Scary.  Now,  we  have 
this  big,  beautiful  building  with  so 
much  to  offer  -  it's  a  HUGE  improve- 
ment! 

And,  dare  I  say  it,  the  parking 
situation  seems  to  have  improved  this 
time  around.  It  is  far  from  perfect,  but 
it  does  seem  to  be  a  bit  better.  Thank 
you,  whoever  is  in  charge  of  that! 

I  wish  I  could  share  about  things 
like  keg  parties  and  dorm  life,  but  I 
live  off  campus  with  my  two  kids.  I 
wonder,  do  they  still  party  in  damp 
cellars?  Do  they  still  do  dancing  at 
the  Wine  Cellar?  That  was  fun  back 
in  the  day. 

Campus  Pizza  still  exists  -  I've 
popped  in  from  time  to  time  to  grab 
a  bite  and  "Campus  Jim"  remembers 
me..  His  brother  owned  the  apartment 
that  I  rented  with  three  roommates, 
and  he  used  to  let  us  have  pizza 
as  long  as  we  paid  for  it  when  we 
paid  our  rent!  What  a  deal!  We  were 
always  SO  broke! 

Yes,  a  lot  has  changed.  The  faces 
are  all  different  and  some  new  build- 
ing has  been  built.  But  the  best  part 
of  my  college  experience  this  time 
around  has  been  the  college  staff. 
Everybody  is  so  helpful. 

At  first,  I  was  intimidated  to  be 
here,  and  I  was  probably  not  the  only 
one  who  felt  that  way.  But  all  I  had  to 
do  was  ask  for  help,  and  it  was  given 
to  me  -  most  times,  with  a  smile. 

Teachers  have  been  understand- 
ing when  I've  had  to  rearrange  my 
schedule  to  accommodate  sick  kids  at 
home.  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to 
interview  President  Antonucci,  and  I 
couldn't  have  been  more  impressed. 
He  has  an  "open  door"  policy,  so  stop 
in  and  speak  with  him  some  time. 

Maybe  it's  just  me,  but  I  hope  not. 
I  really  do  hope  that  the  rest  of  you 
are  having  the  positive  experience 
that  I  am  having.  We  are  all  in  this 
together! 


